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“HAPPY TRAILS” LEAD TO INDIANAPOLIS 

FFA Convention 2010 

With the strains of Roy Rogers and Dale Evans in the background, the FFA Convention Career 

Show began October 20-23.  The FFA Convention held 
its national conference once again in beautiful Indian-

apolis, Indiana.  Over 50,000 were in attendance for 

the week-long conference.  This is the second consecu-

tive year the United States Boer Goat Association at-
tended the FFA Career Show. 

 After a learning year last year, the USBGA was 

more prepared as to what was needed for the conven-
tion attendees.  Besides candy, which is an obvious 

choice for any teenager, the USBGA found out quickly 

last year that FFA Advisors, visitors and members 
wanted infor-

mation per-

taining to 

worming, 
parasites, 

breed stan-

dards, judg-
ing standards, and in general. . . goat raising infor-

mation. 

 With some wonderful sponsorship, the USBGA 

had Advisor packets ready to go.  They included the 
“Illustrated Boer Goat Guide,” the well-written “Goat 

Notes” by Curtis Charles of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 

a pocket sized USBGA Boer goat breed standards, a 
pocket sized goat gestation chart and a few 
(Continued from page #) 

other goodies.  The sponsorships helped offset some 
of the printing costs incurred while creating these Ad-

visor packets.  Many Advisors were getting ready to 

begin units on Boer goats o 

(Continued on page 9) 

USBGA SHOWS RETURN TO SPOKANE, WASHINGTON 

Suzanne Strong decided to organize a USBGA show at the Spokane Interstate Fair last Septem-

ber 2010.    The following is an interview, with Suzanne about her experience as the show or-
ganizer. 

 

Suzanne Strong, of Ober-D’Rainbow has lived in the Spokane area for 4 years, moving to the 

region in 2006.   Braving the winter weather between Canby, Oregon (outside Portland) and 

Spokane, she and her husband, had to build temporary pens in the frozen ground so the 
(Continued on page 12) 
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Lorrainna Sherman of Fairy Grove Farm in Elk, WA is 

our new magazine editor.   Lorrainna’s background is a 
common story, city girl moves to the country and some how 

manages to fall in love with goats.    

 

Around  the turn of the century (21st), Lorrainna’s husband 
Michael discovered the need for more U.S. raised meat 

goats.  The research and planning started, to figure out how 

they could become a part of a growing industry.  At the 

time, the couple lived in a 800 square foot house, smack in 

the middle of Denver, CO.   While downtown was a brisk 
walk, their home wasn’t the type of place where raising live-

stock was a choice. 

 

In 2003, Lorrainna and Michael found the ideal location in 
Elk, Washington, which is near Spokane.  After settling in, 

the quest to become goat herders began.  The herd started as one percentage doe and 

two wethers.   Since the couple didn’t know if 

they were going to like raising livestock, they 
agreed to start with three goats that would be 

pets to see if they would even like raising goats.  

And so the love affair began.    

 
Lorrainna heard that the USGBA needed a 

magazine editor.   Having been a newsletter 

editor and the Communications Coordinator for 

a large project in the oil industry, she volun-

teered.   Volume 4, Number 3  is her inaugural 
magazine. 

 

In order to her goat habit, Lorrainna holds a po-

sition as an Information Technology Project 
Manager at a local IT solutions provider in Spo-

kane, Washington.   

 

There is a debate at Fairy Grove Farm as to 
whether or not Lorrainna is one goat shy of being the 

crazy goat lady.  

When goats see their shadow.  Taken Ground-
hog’s day 2010. Fairy Grove Farm 
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My Hon fixed the stairs, and we put them in the goat 
yard.  Yep, right away, just as I suspected, they 
were in love with their new toy!  We moved it to just 
inside the gate, backed big red up, opened the camp 
shell, in went fresh alfalfa hay, and pellets.  I opened 
the gate and went and sat down.  Well,’ all be!  The 
silly critters fell for it.  Up the stairs to the food, in 
the camper.  I walked over as if paying them no 
mind, shut up the back end and drove them to the 
fairgrounds.  We won a few colorful ribbons, and a 
good week had by all.   
 
But wait, what about bringing them 
home?  Hmmmmmmmmm??? What on God’s green 
earth would lead me to presume it would work in re-
verse?  Well, you’re not the only one that thought I 
had totally lost it.  These are after all, goats.  Not 
trick ponies!  Tee hee,  smirk, giggle, giggle, that 
woman has rocks for brains.  I just don’t see it hap-

Remember Life in E. Montana?  
She’s baaaack!  Not only am I back, but excited. ( See with me, it doesn’t take much!) 
Here’s the thing…………..; since I got into goats way back in ’95, I’ve been looking at ways 
to simplify my life when it comes to moving or hauling my goats. DUH!!!!!!!! you say. Now 
hold on a minute, I happened to be an old married lady, without the benefit of my hus-
band having time, being here, or just plain wanting to help me with my goats.  So there-
fore, I have to be creative.  Creative, (NOT GENIUS!)  Besides, I’m tired of all of that 
walking it takes to move the goats from one pasture to another.  I am by no means a lazy 
person, just a worn out one. This summer has been particularly goat nuts!  This fair, that 
fair, USBGA Show, weaning pasture, breeding pasture…. you get the idea, I am sure.   
 
Why don’t I just buy a trailer?  I have a 23’stock trailer.  It is a 5th wheel and my truck is 

a ¾ Ton with a bumper hitch.  Besides, the price of gas, no way in my mind does that 
make sense.  My truck has a camp shell on it, there has got to be  a way to load goats in 

The people that had gathered weren’t the only ones 
amazed, believe me.  But you know you have to act like you do this every day of your 
life.  Boy did I move fast to get the goats out of there.  5 goats from 8 mos.-to coming 
three. Now, for the real test.  The bucks!  They loaded in less time than the does did, back 
out to the pasture with their odiferous selves.  Whew! I always questioned what “Do what it 
takes, means.  Now I think I get it! A puny little old lady, small to large goats, a big red 
truck with a camp shell, a camera.  Yep got all the requirements.  So the next time you 
think I’m only one person, I can’t do it alone, reach down deep, put your brain in the proc-
ess mode, and just DO IT!    

“Big Red”  Tailgate and stairs, 
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Annie:  What is she up to? 

Felicity:  Food, really?! 

Me First! 

Told Ya! 
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Tyson Hughes and his Grand Champion wether at Southwest Washington Fair;  
Sandy Norman presenting Cascade Boer Goat Association Plaque. 

 

Alle' Bol, the doeling is RNSH 
Coaco's Angel.  

LETTERS TO THE USBGA/
ANNETTE MAZE 

 

Thank you Ms. Maze! 

I am glad you are still there! I just wanted to 
make sure, I thought that was probably the case. 

Thank you for everything you do! 

Just to let you know, I will be graduating high 
school in the spring and hopefully heading off to 
college next fall. My current plan/hope is to at-
tend the University of Tennessee as an animal sci-
ence major and then go on to vet school. I am 
very thankful to you and USBGA for all that I have 
been able to do and learn. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron Helms 

UNITED STATES BOER GOAT ASSOCIATION 
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Question: Goats owned sheet. A.Helms 
 
In the spring I took several goats to auction, along with their papers. However, I doubt the new owners 
ever do anything with the papers. Do I need to keep them on the "goats owned" list or remove them? 
 
Answer: 
 
Keep the goats on the goats owned sheet.  If we receive an official transfer request, the goats will be 
moved.   By only transferring the goats with an official request,  the pedigrees are always available for 

My name is Danielle Turley.  I raise Boer goats in Chesapeake, VA on 
our family farm, Dixieland Acres.  I started with goats in 2008.  
Some family friends raised them and were involved in our local 4-H 
livestock club.  After a couple visits to their small farm, I was 
hooked. I purchased my first two does in November 2008.  The first 
doe, Gingersnap, was an 8-month-old traditional purebred Boer with 
great bloodlines including Ripper (EN) and Powell/Holman (EN).  My 
second doe, Felicity, was a Boer/Nubian cross doeling.  Have you 
ever heard someone say “Goats are like potato chips.  You can’t 
have just one”?  Well it’s definitely true.  Since my first two does, 
our herd has grown to over 30 goats and I love every one of them. 
 
 I have been involved in the Chesapeake 4-H Livestock Club 

for three years.  At our local 4-H show this year, I had does that 
took Overall Grand Champion breeding doe & Overall Reserve Cham-
pion breeding doe, as well as 1st 
place in the doeling, yearling and 

senior doe breeding classes.  I have 
also showed goats at the Virginia 
State Fair the past two years and 
several sanctioned goat shows.  
Goats are my passion.  I greatly 
enjoy having the opportunity to 
raise them from birth and finish 
them out to the best of my ability. 
 
 We’re currently in the middle 

of our fall kidding season and have 
eight new kids so far.  In addition to 
raising Boer goats, I have chickens, 
ducks, peacocks, guineas, hogs and 
Karakachan livestock dogs.  Also, 
this year I am raising my first steer 
for a market project. 

JUNIOR USBGA  MEMBER SPOTLIGHT:  DANIELLE TURLEY 



their judging practices.  Many commented they got them at “just the right time.”  (The same 
information was available to all who visited our booth, just not in packet form.) 
  
Our booth also had information on FAMACHA and a chart about parasites and where they strike 

within the Boer goat.  These informational charts were not only 
educational but eye-catching as well.  They were created by Jr. 

USBGA member, Casey Baugh, as part of his Veterinary Sci-

ence project in 4-H.   
 
The USBGA had help with the booth in the form of two different 

FFA chapters.  The South Ripley FFA Chapter, Versailles, IN 

worked in the booth on two different days.  A total of eight stu-
dents from that chapter were present in various shifts.  The 

North Decatur FFA Chapter, Greensburg, IN also helped with 

the booth on two different days.  These young people were a 
great asset to the booth.   
 
The booth was located near the RFD exhibit where Trigger and Bullet where on display.  To our 

left was the huge Carhartt exhibit.  This was a prime location for us.  We had thousands pass 
by our booth, and many of them stopped. 

   

Last year, our most memorable group was from Puerto Rico. This year we had two memorable 
moments – we had a border patrol agent from Washington, DC visit with us and we had a stu-

dent from Puerto Rico who wanted Annette Maze’s phone number. (That was probably the 

best!) 
 

The presence of the USBGA at the FFA convention is very important.  All three breed associa-

tions were at the convention this year.  One visitor commented that she was glad to see us all 

there.  She stated that the Boer goat industry needed to be represented at the convention and 
she thanked us for the dedication.  Those kinds of things were 

heard frequently.  It didn’t matter what association visitors to 

our booth belonged to, it was the fact that they all wanted to 
raise better goats and information was appreciated. 
 
Enough thanks can’t be given to those sponsoring the FFA Advi-

sor packets.  They were made possible by the following members 
of the USBGA:  B and B Showstock, Washington, IN;  Pine Hill 

Boer Goats, Henderson, WV;  Dixieland Acres, Chesapeake, VA;  

JS Farm, Paris, OH; and Diamond J Ranch, Bowman, ND.  A spe-
cial thanks to Richard and Anita Ramsey, Gadsden, AL  for donating three goat lotion and soap 

gift sets to be put with the prizes for the FFA convention.  Richard also allowed us to reprint his 

pocket size gestation chart and Boer goat breed standards to pass out to convention attendees. 
 
Our three winners for the convention prizes, which include a the above mention goat gift set, a 

$20 Tractor Supply gift card, an embroidered goat throw and a leather goat lead are:  Alexis 

Ulett, Warrenton, MO; Shelby Hopkins, Norfolk, NE; and Tate Magilke, Granville, ND.  Con-
gratulations to those FFA members. 

(Continued from page 3) 
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The presences of the 
USBGA at the FFA con-
vention is very impor-
tant. 
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SIGHTS FROM THE  
  CONVENTION 

Two of the many that stopped by the USBGA 

booth! 

The Woolsey’s – Monfordville, KY 

Jesse Baugh and Baxter Black 
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I am fortunate to have worked at the USBGA office, for many exciting years.  The  

USBGA “Member Desk” is my favorite part of this job.  It allows me to have the op-

portunity to speak to hundreds of USBGA members about their goat related ques-
tions.  Many times our members say, “Wow, Annette, you need to write that 

down.”  I am using this magazine venue to share one of those unknown facts with 

you.  After over 30 years of birthin’ and breedin’ some form of goat I have seen 

most of the problems that members experience, as brand new goat owners.   Did 
you know that you can tell the amount of days your new born kids have been grow-

ing in the womb?   Now, how is that possible?  Just look at the babies teeth in the 

middle of their lower jaw.  If all the kids were conceived about the same time you 

will see that all their lower teeth are about same size.  However, if two of the triplets 
have the same size teeth but the little one is barely showing its little tooth pearls, on 

its lower jaw, you will know that the little kid was conceived, at a later date.  This is 

usually due to pasture breeding.   That may not seem important to you but it is a 

proven old goat tale that has been evident for hundreds of years.   That little baby 

will not have the power of its sucking motion that the two bigger kids already natu-
rally posses.  So, make sure you help the little kid to nurse several times a day.  You 

may need to bottle feed some colostrum to the little kid first to be sure it has a 

chance.   Watch the little teeth grow.  When its teeth are protruding well it should be 

able to latch on to the teat and keep up with the big kids.  It takes time but it is 
worth it not to have to bottle feed the kid for several months.  It can probably make 

it but you will have to give it some thoughtful care or just do what is done on many 

farms.  Some breeders just skin the little one out and “chicken fry” the fresh 

kid.   The meat is delicious and very tender but don’t tell the kids or grandma! 
  

Annette Maze 

USBGA Association Manager 

SECRET THINGS . . .    
                            ABOUT GOATS . . . 
                                                     NO ONE WILL TELL YOU 



goats could move too.  In addition to their household 
goods, they moved 3 stock trailers and trucks loaded with 

goats.  With help from friends, Ober-D’ Rainbow arrived 

safely at their new home.   
 
USBGA:  What made you decide to raise goats? 
 
Suzanne: I considered raising goats when I found out my 
children were allergic to cow’s milk.   I had exposure to a 

friend’s goats when I was young and liked them.  My sis-

ter was allergic to cow’s milk and she had to drink goat’s 

milk.  I remember it smelling bad and I felt awful that she 
had to drink it.  I had been told by other people that 

goat’s milk was wonderful so I started investigating.  I 

wasn’t going to make my children drink something I 
couldn’t tolerate. I found out that Nubian milk was the 

best tasting so I started my herd with two.  
 
Boer goats joined the herd in 1998 because I wanted a dual purpose animal.  My plan was to 
breed first freshening does to the meat goats since the dairy wethers didn’t have enough 

meat.  I wanted my dairy goats to all be show quality and their mammary is considered to be 

almost half the score card; so the goats have to be show quality as well as productive.  To con-
trol the numbers in my dairy goat herd, I would breed the first fresheners to a meat goat that I 

would not be tempted to keep if the daughter from the dam did not turn out.   I became in-

trigued with meat goat qualities where I could have a finished prod-
uct in such short time.  The percentage dairy mom’s could feed trip-

lets without problems. I was able to rescue a few pure bred Boer 

goat kids whose dams didn’t have enough milk to feed one let alone 

three!  I found improvements for both types of goats. I had a better 
rate of gain with my percentage animals and they were better able 

to feed babies.  It was a win/win on both ends. 
 
USBGA What breeds do you raise?  

 

Suzanne: Nubian, La Mancha, Saanen, Sable Saanen, Alpine, Ober-

hasli,  and Toggenburg,   
 
USBGA:  What meat breeds do you raise?  
 
Suzanne: Just Boer goats; percentages and full blood/purebreds.   
 
USBGA:  What prompted you to organize the show?   

 
Suzanne:  When I lived in Oregon when, I saw a need for something, I never just sat by and 

waited for it to happen.  If there was any way to do make it happen, I did.  When I learned 

there weren’t any Boer shows at the Spokane fair, I thought it was odd; why isn’t there a 

(Continued from page 3) 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Why isn’t there 
a show? 
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Copper Penny Tipperary, Spokane Interstate Fair 

September 11, 2010 



show?  I started asking around and found out there was a show a few years ago that ended up 
bombing.  The Fair paid a lot of money at the time – basically the same amount as for a dairy 

goat show where more goats attended.  Based on my conversations with Boer goat owners, I 

thought there were enough interested parties to be able to have a show.  I thought we might 

be able to have about 200 goats. 
I decided I would foot bill if had to and put on show.   It didn’t pan out as well as I would have 

liked but it went well. 

 
USBGA: Who did you did you have to approach at the Spokane Interstate Fair hosting a US-

BGA show?   
 
Suzanne:  I was involved with the booster club which supports the junior livestock auction at 
the fair so I could get a feel for how the meat goat industry was doing in the area.  In Clacka-

mas County where we came from, there weren’t meat goats in their county fair at all.  I started 

the meat goats going in Clackamas even though some people in the area didn’t want it.  I had 
to step up for the kids to keep them growing and now the 

more meat goat program is growing larger than the 

sheep.  In Spokane County, even though I saw the meat 
goats around, there didn’t seem to be anybody pulling to-

gether.  I went to Barb Kunze, goat barn superintendent and 

said I will foot the bill so the fair didn’t have to pay a lot 

out.    Ms Kunze went to the board, with the offer that I 
would be willing to front money.  The board  listened to Ms 

Kunze, and knowing me from the meetings I attended, the 

board agreed. 
 
The Fair staff was impressed with quality of animals that were 

in attendance, so they weren’t discouraged by the lower 

number of animals.  It worked for them because the quality 
of animals made the show and they didn’t have to spend a 

great deal of money. 
 
USBGA: What was your favorite thing about being the show chair?    
 
Suzanne:  It was meeting all the new people in the area with meat goats that I would not have 

met otherwise.  We have the same common goal.  I enjoyed myself.   
 
USBGA:  What went well?  
 
Suzanne:  The quality of animals that we had at the show that was best thing of the show.  It 
especially impressed the fair powers that be.  Between the choice of numbers of not so good or 

quality, I’d pick the quality.  All people were awesome people. I was very happy with the show. 
 
USBGA:  What do you think could be improved? 
 

Suzanne:  I’d be sure that the show pictures where numbered so we would know who was in the pic-

(Continued from page 12) 
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process and rules, as 
well as how the show 
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USBGA:   What lessons would you share with others considering being a show chair?  
 
Suzanne:  I think it would be easier for someone if they have full knowledge USBGA Show 
process and rules, as well as how the show is sanctioned.  Annette was a wonderful help with 

this area.  I had the will but not all the knowledge.  If you have the wherewithal to put a show 

on then the USBGA will be there with you to support you through out your show. 
 
USBGA:   Have you heard anything from the Spokane Interstate Fair about another USBGA 
show next year?   
Suzanne:  There is a concern about funding. I would like to see if a show can get additional 
funds from the fair for next year but the fair has funding issues this coming year so I am not 

counting on that happening.  I may be doing some fundraising to have 

the show.   There is an auction site I have used previously that I may 

use to raise the funding for a USBGA show at the fair.   I was helping 
with a dairy goat show in middle of summer since many of us get tired 

of travel and we decided to put on a show in Spokane. At the time 

those of us who were interested didn’t have the funding to be able to 
put on a show so we held an on-line auction similar to e-bay.  People 

were able to donate animals, or crafts, all sorts of things, and then 

those items were bid upon.  The website doesn’t charge but does re-
quest a donation from proceeds of the auction.     We made enough 

money to get the show up and going.   We were able to bring in three judges with lodging and 

travel.  We were also able, through auction site paid for a good portion as well as entry fees.  It 

may be a way we fund for next year’s USBGA show. 
 
USBGA:  What are your plans for next year’s show?  
 
Suzanne:  I would like for Annette to be able to judge.   We’ve talked about the possibility of a 
two ring show and it is under discussion.  
 
USBGA:  Is there anything we didn’t ask that you’d like to share? 
 
Suzanne:  If someone knows there is the interest in the area and enough people that are will-

ing to be in show; do it.  If one person can do set up a successful show, certainly a group can 

get together and do a better job.  It’s not overwhelming and it is worth the effort.  The people 
you meet are awesome.  So the biggest note:  it does pay off; for the breeders as well as the 

individuals.  It is definitely doable!  
 
Suzanne Strong of Ober D’Rainbow; website    http://obrainbow.com/. 

USBGA SHOWS RETURN TO SPOKANE, WA 

We’re hoping to 
put on a two 

ring show next 
year. 

ture. I’d also like a better handle on the paperwork of the show.   I have been spoiled with clerk 
sheets that were user friendly.  At this Fair the clerk sheets had a lot to be desired. Since I was 

not in charge of the paperwork I had to work with what they gave me which made things not 

flow as smoothly as it could have.   I want to be able to create my own system that I know 

works well, and that will help the show next year run a bit more efficiently.  I would post the 
classes on a sign board that all can read so they know what class is in the ring.  The sound sys-

tem at the fairgrounds was not very helpful in ensure participants knew what class was up. I 

also want to be able to arrange the gates in a more safely appropriate way. 

(Continued from page 13) 
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For those of you who have ever went through the hassle of making a custom feed can under-

stand the headaches.  I was tired of feeding the same old thing and wanted something better.  
Wanting something better is suppose to be a good thing right?  Well let me tell you to have the 

“something better” part takes a lot of time and effort, not to mention a little negotiating. 

    
The custom mix idea all came about at the local county fair in August 2010.  A good friend and 

I were talking about how we could make the feed we give our goats better?  This is where the 

time factor came in to play.  I spent over two hour at the first feed mill with the nutritionist try-

ing to figure out the right combination of grains and minerals.  Needless to say it was well 
worth it for us to invest the time.  We now have a good custom feed that our goats like and 

have made our kids skyrocket in growth.  Now granted this is a textured mix we are making, 

but I also wanted a pellet feed.  So off I go to the next feed mill to find a pellet.  This process 
too a little more time to figure out.  I’m talking days to week’s time frame.  The next phase re-

quired finding someone else who would be interested in trying a custom pellet once the formula 

was hammered out.  I was fortunate to find that person.  With everything lining up it was time 

to run a batch to see how it goes.  Well the first batch was ok, but there were too many fines in 
the bottom of the bag.  You know what that means, another session with the nutritionist to find 

out what needed to be changed.  After a little head scratching and shifting ingredients come 

about a revision. 
  

This doesn’t end the saga of the pellets yet.  Remember I said it took some negotiating on my 

part?  Well the first pellet formula never made it to the trial phase.  My partners thought the fat 
content was too high for their liking, but that was fine with me.  Once I understood their con-

cern of the goats getting too fat and that they feed theirs twice a day.  Myself I do not have the 

time to feed two times a day given my work schedule.  This brings to light my plan for the first 

pellet recipe that never hit the mill.  After some consideration and timing I decided to make a 
run of the “Kid Pellet” formula.  I felt this would be the best general purpose feed for the goats 

and at the same time an excellent creep feeder pellet for the kids.  To me the kid pellet has 

more bag for your buck in pricing sense.  It cost a little more when you make it, but gain in 
weight on the kids.  Between the textured feed and the kid pellet I was able to obtain a high 

energy feed for faster growth on the kids and general maintenance for the older goats. 
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CUSTOM FEEDS AND THE HEADACHES 

Low Fat Pellet 
 

Protein 17.37% 

Fat        4.10% 
Fiber     8.52% 

Kid Pellet 
 

Protein 17.21% 

Fat        6.40% 
Fiber     8.0% 

Textured Feed 
 

Protein 16.95% 

Fat   8.22% 
Fiber    6.92% 
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A MESSAGE FROM YOUR USBGA ASSOCIATION MANAGER 

Happy Holidays and 2011 Greetings to our USBGA Members 
 

I want to take this opportunity to say “thank you” on behalf of your USBGA.  This past year has 

been an outstanding year for the members of the USBGA  Membership has increased to over 

11,000. The USBGA Board of Directors is working on a new public relations venue for our mem-
bers.  This will be in the form of an “Educational Fun Day” and a “’No Fluff or Fitting’ Real 

Boer Goat Show”.  This new venue will be of interest to our members that want to learn 

about Boer Goats in the ring and out in the barn.  We hope they will have the opportunity to 
come and have their goats evaluated in a fun match without all the hair blowing, shine tech-

niques and blue color stuff for show enhancements.  We want to have goat gatherings and fun 

matches all over the United States.  Real Boer goat breeders getting together to bring real 

goats to a fun filled day with other local goat breeders! 
 

Only six show rules apply:  

 
1. Trim the goat’s hooves in time for them to walk well at the fun match.  

2. Be sure their USBGA registration paper matches the tattoos in the goat’s ears.  

3. NO artificial enhancements. No “shine” applications or bleaching agents to hair, hooves or 

horns. No dyes or colorings for skin, hair, hooves or horns.  
4. NO trimming of hair, except around the base of the horn, the top of the hoof, on the udder 

and the tail if desired.  

5. NO grooming equipment on the show premises, other than a comb, brush, etc. No fitting 
stands, no fancy blowdryers, no fitting show blocking.   

6. USBGA Judges will count “off” for custom fitted and show blocked and over conditioned 

goats in the ring. 
 

If they don’t walk well just teach them a “controlled drag” as you put them in your trailer.   

When you get them to the barn educate them with another “controlled drag” to their new pen.  

They should be pretty agreeable when you get them into the show ring. We will always have a 
small ring available to you to turn them loose in while they are being judged for the class if 

necessary. 

 
All you have to do is find a reasonably priced barn (with liability insurance) that will allow a 

goat day, with a educational seminar, for a youth show and open show to be held!    Many of 

the Chamber of Commerce’s will give you a free barn since the USBGA youth are specifically to 
have their own goat show as the first event of the Show.  There can be youth activities pre-

sented in the barn for those 12 and over.  11 and under must be accompanied with a parent. 

 

I feel the bottom line is that agriculture will always be a way of life for Americans.  I have heard 
the story about how more goat meat is eaten in the world than any other mammal meat.  I be-

lieve that to be true but I also think you might need to be in the Middle Eastern countries.  

Americans are just now realizing that goat meat is pretty easy to raise, an upcoming fast grow-
ing commodity that really tastes good! 

 
(Continued on page 18) 
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You may not know that more and more baby boomers are now  becoming eligible for Medicare 

each year.   We still want to stay on our farms and ranches. We do realize getting up in that 

chute to vaccinate that ole bull is not as easy as it used to be. Millions of us still want to farm 
and ranch but we just are not able to take care of a cow/calf operation any more.  We can de-

liver a baby goat a lot easier that hooking that calf puller on a head.  We hope that the rest of 

the baby calf comes along with its head still attached.  So the new best answer, for us boom-
ers, is actually a goat. 

 

 No we don’t have time to milk a dairy goat twice a day and lots of us understand sheep have 
been known to be born looking for a place to die.   We love horses but you have to have a lot of 

money to even get into that expensive endeavor. 

 

I truly feel you will see that the perfect investment and business for us baby boomers is actu-
ally the goat business.  We have the fences, the barns, the trailers and the pasture land to 

make a pretty good living with goats.    The whether goat business is bigger than ever.  Some 

of the largest show divisions now at the big fairs are the market whether classes. 
 

The real secure money is actually in registered, documented Boer Goats.  It has been written 

that only about 5% of all the registered goats go to a show.  The other 95% are used to pro-
duce a great certified pure goat herd.  I feel we are in a day and time of real registered goats 

raised for real investment money. 

 

We are getting consumer confidence from all over the USA.  We are experiencing higher de-
mands for goats on the hoof and hanging on the rail.  Once again, the bottom line is that agri-

culture will always be here and Americans are going to eat meat.  Let’s all band together with 

the USBGA and make this meat goat business the most profitable venue in agriculture today! 
 

Annette Maze 

USBGA Association Manager 

(Continued from page 17) 

Page 18 

UNITED STATES BOER GOAT ASSOCIATION MAGAZINE 

 
A MESSAGE FROM YOUR USBGA ASSOCIATION MANAGER 

Do you have an idea for an article?   Please 

send your written article in Word or text 
format to the USBGA at 

 office@USGBGA.org 
 

Remember to send your pictures too! 

mailto:office@usgba.org?subject=Magazine%20Article
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Dear USBGA Members: 

 
 

 Thank you for being a very important part of our team USBGA.  

It has been my honor to have had the opportunity to serve as your 
President for the past years.  I want to thank the dedicated folks, 

your USBGA Board of Directors, who devote many hours of their time 

to lead your association into a great future.  It has always been our 

goal to listen to your needs and make the changes that are necessary 
in our fast moving industry.  We do this while keeping the importance 

of correct pedigrees and supporting the value of your animals as our 

main goals. 
     

           I want to thank Lorrainna Sherman, our new excellent maga-

zine editor.  All of you have just finished reading her enjoyable work, 
of gathering information, in this outstanding E-Magazine.   Our beau-

tiful front cover is the magic of Derial Bivens and we thank him for his 

creativity.   We have taken this venue, of an electronic USBGA maga-

zine, to conserve the incredible cost of printing and mailing thousands 
of these.  This is your magazine.  I would like to see more educational 

and fun articles, from our members, in the next magazine. 

 
 We are working on adding a venue for an educational “Fun 

Match” day for all of you that are interested.  Please take a moment 

and seriously consider hosting this event in your area.  There are new 
programs in committee now for exciting youth projects for 2011.  

This is just a great time, for your USBGA ! 

 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Ronald E. Mc Gill 
USBGA President 
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