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;G‘-’tZ Dear USBGA Members: ;;:Z

;;Z | hope each of you enjoy our new edition of this USBGA online
‘magazine. It i s refreshing to
magazine issue. Many people say that motivation does not last.

;;z However, it does last when it is in print. ﬁf

It is always a pleasure to see our new issue pop up on the front
Z page of our web site. Lorrainna is doing a great job as our new

1§ Editor!
- | know the office Staff asks for information articles and photos
); from our members. If you have a perfect goat photo we would j ;
v like to see it. If you have stumbled across a new way to do a
. project on your farm or ranch our members would be very in-
y Z terested to learn about it. Itis when you help others to learn ’\‘ﬁz
if; new i deasé.everyone prospers fromv~ kno
‘ " | learned a long time ago about this principle of success that .
I,\; can be used in all walks of life. This allows all of us to go that ‘,\;
LA . . . I
extra mile to produce the quality Boer Goats that will make us
' successful. This opportunity is a creation of Natures handiwork. ‘
,\; We have all seen the advancement of this outstanding breed of ,\;
goat leap forward in production and value. It has been a joy for =
' me to watch this goat take over the small farm agriculture in- :
.>~ ; dustry. Many of you know that state and local fairs have taken f» ;
) notice that the Boer Goat is now one of the largest animal exhi- 7

'bitions in the USA. Val ue the fAMeatW$ Mil Kk
‘\; breed and have the time of your life enjoying your new busi- ),

\/‘
Nness. -/;

,G:Z Ronald L. M Gil ,ﬁz
;; Z USBGA President. . . . . . . . ;; z
.f;;:Z .iﬁz .iﬁz .iﬁz .iﬁz .iﬁz .iﬁz .iﬁz .iﬁz .iﬁz .f;;:Z
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USBGA PREMI ER0OS I N NORTH DAKO

Jennifer Pond,, Bowman ND

Really? A goat show in North Dakota? Why, would you do such a thing? Are there that many goats here to
do that? You canét pull it off; it is going to cost too m

Hello my name is Jennifer Pond. | live in Bowman, North Dakota. | have a family of five, two girls and a
boy. Tasha is ten, Shayna is seven and Riley is four. Together with my husband Tracy, we have a small
ranch outside of Bowman a ways. We have about 40 goats, 125 head of sheep, five horses and a heifer
calf. My children arein4  -H and they wanted to be able to show their goats. The only time they get to
show is at the local fair and the state fair.

We bought our first registered buck Rowdy River Ranch Mufassa,
aka Muffy, from Stacy Anderson at Rowdy River Ranch. We
brought him home, bottle fed him and raised him. Then we got

a percentage doe from Debi Kirschten at Starvation Flats Boer

Goats in Baker, Montana. Tasha received a grant from her 4 -H
group, so she bought a full blood bred doe from Joyce Lipsett. .
The doesds name is Cowgirl. Cow@.i; ay

Cu

One died and the other one Tasha ;-

Cowboy: enough about the kids. Why a goat show in North Da-

kota you ask? My family left to right top row: My step Dad John
Crow, My mom Donna, Myself, Tracy my husband.

The reason is hoping to bring the market up and of course for Bottom Left to right: Riley, Shayna, and Tasha.

the kids. | began researching having a goat show in March of 2010, and started talking to Annette Maze
(Continued on page  14)

=s PERCENTAGES VS. FULLBLOOD

Courtesy Linda Kimble Boudicea Farm

.. Which would you rather breed for the meat

» trade? Both parents of the chunk (red and

® White pinto) are registered with the USBGA.

; Indian Head Farms Ollie Baa Baa 94% and

# Indian Head Farms Fiona 50%, Not everyone
can afford Full Bloods, and few realize that
hey can start with lower percentages and

4 breed up to American Purebreds. Left: Full-
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NOTES FROM A VET: K IDDING

Cary Heyward Prepared for the CBGA April Fools Seminar, April 2009

The key to a successful kidding season is GOOD DOE MANAGEMENT. While unavoidable situations cer-
tainly arise, most problems affecting kid health can be prevented or lessened by how we feed and house
the does, and by appropriate scheduling of vaccinations, deworming, and foot care.

ESSENTI AL CONCEPTS are Doesd requirements for ENERGY, PRO
which are greatly increased with late gestation, multiple fetuses, and lactation. Cold wet weather in-
creases energy requirements considerably. Our Boer goats are MUCH more productive per pound than a

cow, horse or sheep. Typi cal pregnancies exceed 20% of d
that will adversely affect kid health, good nutrition is essential. High quality forage (hay/grazing/
browsing) should be the basis for all diets. Suppl ement al

supplement what is not in the basic forage based diet. This may include protein or energy or minerals or
all 3, especially in late gestation. Pelleted feeds can be very high quality or just the opposite. Alfalfa pel-
lets are often produced from previous season hay and certainly include the lesser quality stem. This re-
sults in |l ess Vitamin A, |l ess protein, | ess overall diges:
the doe. Screenings pellets are usually the poorest quality, lowest digestibility form of whatever is in the

SEE THE SPOTS ON THE WALL?

sl




Page 5

United States Boer Goat Association Magazine VOLUME 5, NUMBER 2

KISSd BOTTLE BABIES P ART |

Naomi Counides

The true experts on feeding milk to kids are the does. They do it without a clock, measuring
cup or complex formula of assorted milks and creams. The milk of one doe is not the same in
components as the doe standing next to her of the same breed, or the doe of another breed in
another | ocation. The doeds milk changes in every
So with the variation in goat milk that kids get from their dams how come they seldom scour
and have issues as bottle kids seem to? What is the doe doing that the owner with a clock and
a measuring cup and a schedule and a formula is just not getting? This is what | have ob-
served. The first two days the doe is endlessly patient standing and nudging the kids into the
teats. Standing while they bumble and bobble. Then if the kids are fast learners and the doe is
a strong milker this is about the only time you will see them scour or develop a yellow hiney
blob.

(Continued on page  8)

HOW 6BOUT NOW?
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ON THE COVER: ALEX JONES, JONES FARM

Jones Family, Tower Hill, IL

We are the Jones Family from Tower Hill lllinois. We raise Boer Goats and are members of the
USBGA. We wanted to share our kidding story with you. But first we wanted to let you know

how much we appreciate all you do for us. EVERY time we call you answer the phone and give

us up to date and accurate information; very helpful information. You ALL do a wonderful job

and we do appreciate all you do.

We have 3 little girls who LOVE their goats. Gwyn is 13, Alex is 6, and Kaite is 3. We have
been raising goats for the past 4 years. It started out as a 4 -H project and is growing into what
we hope is a nice sideline business for us. Our girls are in the barn with our goats every

chance they get. They help trim hooves. They help feed and water. They even help when the

kids are born by drying them off and cleaning them up. It is amazing to watch their faces light
up when that new little kid is born and takes its first breath and bleats. It is wonderful that our
girls have this experience. | wouldn't have it any other way.

GREEN FIELD POINT FA RM: STREET, MD

Bruce Mulligan, Street, MD

For the past several years, my wife and | have been restoring our family property to a fully

functioning farm. In doing
rated a number of green ini-
getting the place up and running. These in-

clude retaining and redistributing pond and

rainwater, heating with renewable resources,

re - appropriating used building materials, recy-

cling and natural vegetation management.

We lived in an urban area for many years, but
always had a keen interest in a green lifestyle

and the impact that we had on our environ-

ment. We decided to pursue that interest and
became part of the small subculture of hobby
farmers. In 2005 we moved to the family

farm, Green Field Point Farm, a 26 -acre farm
in Harford County, MD.

Louise Mulligan, Green Field Point Farm (Continued on page  15)
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COUNTRY VIEW GOATS

Sue Eilers , New Era, Ml

We are located in New Era, Mi., which is just a couple miles from the Lake Michigan shore. We own 115
acres with hay fields and pastures. We harvest square and
round bales of Alfalfa/ grass hay and raise beef cows/ calves:
cross bred Angus/ Charolais cows with a Charolais bull; Boer
goats; 15 does, 2 bucks; and Mini Myotonic (fainting) goats;
3 does, 1 buck

20+ years ago, when the kids were small, | purchased some
Pygmy goats. | raised and bred them for some years. It was

a fun experience for the kids and myself, but as my children

§ got older and busier with school activities and raising 4 -H
beef (I was the beef leader for 15 years), we sold the goats

and went without them for many years.

My husband is a calf buyer for Mid -West Veal of Indiana and

had been seeing Boer goats around Fort Wayne. Thinking
in, he started talking to some of the Boer Goat breeders while there. | went with him, purchased some

commercial does and was hooked on Boers!

I tried raising Kikobés for a couple years along with the
fuld-H wet her s, but the Kikobs were too hard for me to handl
aggressive than the Boer. | manage the farm myself while my husband is on the road, so | have to have

animals that are cooperative and laid back. | sold the Kiko blood and retained the Boers. | love the gen-

(Continued on page  24)

They are

~ 4 European Ibex
.~ and they like to

The USBGA thanks
Francis Savage for
these interesting goats
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KISSd BOTTLE BABIES

(Continued from page  5)

After the first couple of days the kids will tuck under and after a bit the doe just lifts her legs
around them and walks off. What happened? Why when her udder is full does this devoted
mamma move off pulling the teat _out of her ki S mou

If you bottle feed you might notice that once the kid is ac-
customed to the bottle, at first the kid sucks urgently, en-
thusiastically. Then there is a shift and they still are inter-
ested sort of. | think that the doe notices that shift and
prevents her kids from overeating by moving off. If there
one who is more aggressive in nursing it is my observation
that the shift of the aggressive nurser signals the doe to
end it. This may be a disadvantage to the less aggressive
kid(s) but it prevents the first kid from scouring. Scouring
can kill but being 10% shy of a fill up is not fatal.

So the simple rule of bottle f
they are not being aggressive in their nursing, take the -
bottle away. They will get it again in a few hours. When Mindy and Chipper |

change the kids from an individual bottle to the lambar |

still limit the amount available to each kid. The tube from the nipple goes to a Y% liter water

bottle full of milk. Aggressive kids do not have th
fast. Smaller meals more frequently mimic the behavior of the doe and her kids.

An acquaintance tries to have her kids drinking a quart of milk twice a day. The milk in the
lambar is fed on a common basis and no attempts are made to pull kids off according to the
swell of their bellies. Bloat and diarrhea are pretty common at her place.

| believe that the pattern of offering milk is much more important than the type of milk offered.

| have used goat milk, store milk, and 3 types of replacer (All Species, Kid and Calf) all mixed
according to the directions on the package. All worked well and did not result in scours. | have
carefully read the ingredients and nutritional information on the replacer packages and found
them quite similar. Real goat milk has as much or more variation as the various replacers |
looked at.

| have not used soy replacers, nor the formulas | have seen on various goat lists involving but-
termilk, evaporated milk etc. So | cannot say from personal experience how they work in a
bottle feeding situation. | will admit to reservations about soy since milk is defined as a mam-
mary secretion and a bean does not have a mammary. The formula is just a bit fancy and ex-
pensive and since cheaper alternatives exist that have worked well for me.. | do not expect |
will ever be using it.

I milk feed for at least 3 months. The kids also get very good quality alfalfa hay. It happens to
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KISSd BOTTLE BABIES

(Continued from page  8)
be abundant and relatively cheap in my area. | do not feed any grain or concentrates to the
kids.

Part 2 -Bottle Raising Without Tears

As you may have guessed by now.. | raise dairy as well as meat goats. | have had both for 14
years. By preference | bottle feed any kids that |
plan to add to the breeding herd. It makes them
easy to handle. But everyone has the occasional
Ai ssueod.

Colostrum: | like to use small plastic pop bottles
for the first day colostrum. The Pepsi brands have a
3 turn closure that works well with a Pritchard teat.
Put colostrum in the bottle (I have an all CAE nega-
tive herd so | do not pasteurize). Write with pencil
on a piece of paper, first day colostrum, doe name,
date. Put the bottle and the paper in a Ziploc bag
and put it in the freezer. It is best to use in one
year.. but even if older it is better than no colos-
trum at all. | do the same with second day colos- .
trum except | use a bigger bottle. Chipper

When | need it, | take a bottle out of the freezer, thaw in warm water, and screw on the
Pritchard teat. If it leaks a bit | use a small rubber band as a gasket.

Play Pens: | keep new kids in play pens in the house. The pens are lined with free advertising
newspapers topped with a towel. Yes | change it frequently and do a good bit of laundry. But
they are in the house and | do not deal well with odors.

Since | feel that it is important to feed often, the convenience of getting a bottle out of the re-
frigerator, warming it in the sink and sitting down comfortably when | plug it into the kid is a
worthwhile convenience for me.

The first two days | encourage them to eat and expel the mercomium as fast as possi-

ble. When the yellow poop comes if it is loose | cut them back to the level of enthusiasm.. By

day 3 even if they have not gotten loose they get only as much as they really want. | do not
do a rigid Aso many ounces Thedeesdp nosdo it thedway. h olwatcho .
them. They are the experts. | start at 6 or lots of feedings and get it down to 3 after the first

2 weeks. 1like to sleep through. | notice the does are not getting up in the middle of the night
tofeed. After the first couple of days | dondét either.

Lambar: After a few days | start them on grey lambar nipples and then onto lambar training.
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KISSd BOTTLE BABIES

(Continued from page  9)

They have to learn to suck and keep sucking or the milk will slide back down and they will have

to pull a lot of air before they get back to the good stuff. They are in ones and twos so no run-

ning around and crowding. Also they get timeé and it
proficient at the lambar.. they go outside to kid pens. | do not kid early so things are nice out-

side by then and they have water tight shelters if needed.

I have not lost a kid to run in at least 6 years. In fact if a weak kid lasts the first two hours

they do not die. | know it takes a certain amount of experience to get casual. Sometimes it
seems to me that people measure the quality of the care by the effort and expense they put

in. 1do not use extreme measures and | do not spend a bundle on milk or feeds. 1go by re-

sults. | was at a cheesemaking class not too long ago. The leader commented on the various
criterion for judging cheese. He said one judge told him that he liked the clean plate test. The
cheeses that disappeared off the plates first were the best tasting cheeses. It works for me. If

the kids do well | must have done things okay.

Weaning: | do NOT water the milk. Ever. | learned this in the process of learning about
cheesemaking. The kidds stomach produces rennet to
the kid cannot digest it. If the milk is watered too much it may not curd. If it does not curd

any milk, what you have just fed the kid has been a nutritional waste of time and money. So if

| want to feed less milk, | feed less milk. | cut back on feeding and then | stop feeding. That is

what the does do also. They donét water it, they pr

Random Notes:

| use bottle raising as a management tool. In those cases | leave the kids with the dam 10
days to 2 weeks. | pull the kids the day after | disbud. They may be reluctant to drink from
the bottle at first, but by then they are pretty sturdy and they will get hungry usually in 24
hours or less and they will accept the bottle. | have put month old kids on bottles successfully.

You can and should make your own lambar. A 5 gallon white plastic bucket, some plastic tub-
ing and some grey lambar nipples and a drill. | set the holes in my bucket so the plastic tub-
ing can go into the individual plastic water bottles, 20 ounce or half liter, that | use for feeding
milk. | have a tin can in the middle of the bucket to hold the bottles to the outside. A lot of
people just pour the milk into the bucket and let everyone share. Individual bottles keep the
greedy ones from getting it all and the slower ones can get their fair share.

| have laid out my method. It works for me. There are other methods that work also. | par-
ticularly admire, though | have never tried the always available filled lambar.

Naomi Counides
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NOTES FROM A VET: K IDDING

(Continued from page  4)

pellet. And as our very own Richard Ten Eyck points out, often include mycotoxins that create many herd

reproductive probl ems. Therefore, by definition, these 1t
starvation. As the does become heavily pregnant, and are able to consume less food, everything they eat
counts. Many of them only eat 4 T6 | bs total feed in a day. We canét fil |

and expect them to produce. Goats normally do best with a choice of high quality hays and a high qual-
ity, palatable balanced supplemental feed based on nutrient requirements for their production stage.

Since we are not nutritionists, I recommend not being fAcr
our heavily pregnant does. Depend on the feed companies to produce a balanced product from high qual-
ity ingredients. Letds not outsmart ourselves by wunbal anci

best and leave the rest. When does are in late gestation, they need this ability to select the best. Feed
their leftovers to less productive animals.

This is a place to mention Selenium. If you have good reason to believe your does are selenium deficient

because their diet was not appropriately supplemented, then use Bo -Se or a similar product for the does

BEFORE they kid. One suggestion is to have the lab measure selenium levels when you submit blood

samples for CAE or whatever blood testing you normally do. If they are truly deficient, they need the se-

lenium for themselves, too, before they kid. In fact the does need selenium for appropriate reproductive,

immune and foot health. Selenium needs of BOTH GENDERS should be met prior to breeding and contin-

ued through the doesdé gestation. PLEASE do not be inject
shoul dnét need.

Ot her ways we influence the doebs metabolic health is by
and time at the feeders. This means enough room, enough feed, and freedom from bullies. It also means

comfortable feet to walk and stand, and at least a clear, dry path to feed areas. Does also heed moderate

exercise to prevent being overweight. Accordingly, diet changes should be made gradually and well

ahead of expected due dates, as the rumen bacteria need time to adjust to new feed ingredients. This is

not the time to have an inconsistent hay or feed supply. Upsetting rumen flora results in upset of the en-

ergy and protein balance.

WHY DOES IT MATTER? Because without adequate energy intake, the doe starts rapidly burning fat

reserves for energy, resulting in ketosis. Ketosis is similar to a diabetic patient without insulin. Result is

weight loss, depression, refusal to eat and the cycle then continues. The result is often loss of the preg-

nancy and of the doe. The tremendous energy requirements of does carrying 3 and 4 kids often results in

ketosis since they candt take in enough calories. Even | e:
duction of colostrum and of milk. This equals sick or dead kids or kids being bottle raised. Realize too

that a ketotic mother gives birth to kids with ketosis. If does receive inadequate protein or calcium in

diet, milk production will be affected with similar results. But also mineral imbalances can affect the doe

herself, with adverse effects on pregnancy and the ability to raise healthy kids.

NEONATAL KIDS DEPEND ON PASSIVE IMMUNITY i This means they must receive colostrum or
absorbable immunoglobulins and they must receive them before 18 - 24 hrs of age. High quality colos-

(Continued on page  12)
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NOTES FROM A VET: K IDDING

(Continued from page  11)

trum is made by the doe on the farm where her kids are born with immunity both to general diseases

and to those specific to her environment. A sick doe does:
chased 2 weeks prior to kidding hasnbo i
pat hogens. A ketotic or stressed doe
trum, which is another reason doe management is essential for healthy

kids. Any vaccination is best given to the doe 1 month or so before her

due date. If pregnant does are purchased, best to take them to their

new environment4 T 6 weeks prior to kidding. If you find this is not

possible, give appropriate vaccinations as soon as possible to at least

maximize available maternal immunity. Kids CAN NOT RESPOND TO
VACCINES until around 12 weeks of age. Certainly there is a range, but

we have no way of knowing when each individual responds WELL to vac-
cinations. Plan on maternal immunity until 3 month of age. Similarly,

kids will need to develop immunity to coccidia. No drug kills coccidia,

though some can be helpful controlling the burden. Coccidia are not

worms. Also, bird coccidia do not infect goats. Goats do not acquire good

resistance to worms 1 ever. Deworm does as needed to minimize envi-

ronmental contamination, especially when kids are young. Kids should be

kept in dry areas with minimal poop contamination, especially in feeders. sley g P ——

Worm larvae climb up grass, so for the most part, young kids are not

wormy since theydre not grazing. Keeping kids |l ess than 3

prevent problems like coccidia from spreading to these younger kids who are less able to cope. A micro-
scopic fecal exam is most helpful to A) assess if problem is even worm or coccidia related; B) assess
treatment results; C) screen all goats periodically to understand parasite burden and effectiveness of
overall management

oK, NOW SHEG&6S | N LABOR! I|pieiena raspeatill,but observant, distance. Progress

may be slow, but progression of labor is what we need to see. Does may normally lie down and push and

then get back up. First is usually the balloon -like amnion sac filled with fluid and containing the kid. This

gently dilates the birth canal while protecting it from feet. You can usually see through it enough to iden-

tify face or feet, upside down vs right side up. It can be broken with fingers if needed. If a doe STRAINS

HARD REPEATEDLY with NO REAL ADVANCEMENT OF THE KID, then she should be manually checked.

USE A SLEEVE!!! Normal presentations include a nose and 2 front feet, and 2 hind feet i bottoms facing

up- in normal backwards presentation. Common variations can include nose and 1 front foot forward with

the other back, or both forelegs back along chest, or crown of head with front feet as above, or one hind

foot and the other forward along body. These often can be
tioning and then letting the normal contractions deliver the kid. Serious malpresentations include true

breech (that is tail first with hind legs forward), crown of head with feet/legs back, or my personal favor-

ite, the tranverse dorsal which is reported to be rare bu:

same doe! These are treacherous because the cervix does not dilate if the first kid of the litter does this.
(Continued on page  25)
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KUDOQOS!

Annette Maze received award from Hous-
ton Fat Stock Show and the International
Dairy Goat Research Center in Texas.

Congratulations
Annette!

Recently Annette was honored by the Houston Live-
stock Show ( one of the largest in the United States)
for her dedicated work toward Education of Dairy
Goat Breeders at the International Dairy Goat Re-
search Center located near Houston, Texas. She
was paramount in working toward the establishment of
this outstanding College dedicated to the advance-
ments of Dairy goats.

She was also recognized at the Dairy and Meat Goat

conference for her support of Meat Goats along with
the Houston Livestock Show leaders. She presented
a brief over view of Goats, both Dairy and Meat to the
conference with her usual humor and excitement
about the advancement of knowledge in the Dairy and
Meat Goat industry in the past years.

As many of your know, Annette Maze is the
USBGA Association Manager and on many
occasions members will have the opportunity
to visit with her when contacting

This was the first time that the Dairy Goat Di-
vision and the Boer Goat Division honored the
same person.

Maurice Cano, Scott Horner and USBGA

Association Manager Annette Maze
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USBGA PREMI ER0OS I N NORTH DAKO

(Continued from page  3)

—
e W=~

~ about doing a show.

S Aawhat do | need to do | asked her 7

i Well you need a judge, speakers
is going to cost a |l ot to get a jU
iYes | know, but | wi || get the f
riedaboutit --i f there is a will there i

“ so jumped on the ball and started working on a show. In
f '.April | booked the judge, found the show ring at the Bow-
+ man County Fairgrounds. As long as the use of the fair-

' grounds was for the kids, the area was free of charge. |
set the date: June, 29 ™, 2010 starting at 9 am. With
speakers, show starting at 1. Okay that was easy enough,

N now what?

&
.

£ PR T

Left to right: Shayna, Ponds Cowgirls Curly Cowboy,
Cowgirl, and Tasha

Well, | needed to get the show sanctioned by filling out the

appropriate forms and | needed rules and regulations to

follow, entry forms and the most important -- the funding. In May my daughters Tasha and Debi went

around and got us sponsors. They raised around $1500 dollars. Tasha found two belt buckles and goat

coats she wanted to give away as prizes. | told her it was fine but she needed to find sponsors because

the money that was raised was already used for the show, for the judge, the airfare etc. She went off

and then came to me and said Ahere is the money for the g
the market class and a belt buckle for the overall market goat, while the other buckle went to the Overall

Senior Doebo.

She said fAMom, I am coming home with that belt buckle for
I said honey, donét be disappointed if you do not win it.
ter than yours, but go out there and have fun honey and d:

We started advertising for the show the end of May. We sent out flyers to other goat owners and adver-

tised on many free advertising sites. | started to book A
plus to fly her here? She would have to fly into Rapid City, SD drive three hours to come to us and then

drive the three hours back and fly for 5 hours back home
started asking around. | knew Annette had a show to do that weekend in Idaho and | asked the Idaho

chairwoman if she would be interested in sharing the cost of the flight.

AiCan you do that??9
(Continued on page  16)
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GREEN FIELD POINT FA RM: STREET, MD

(Continued from page  6)

We started by adopting with a rooster and two hens that made their roost in the back of my

brothers pickup truck in Southern Maryland. As our flock increased and we became more inter-

ested in sustainable farming, | investigated ways to enhance our experience. Each year |

would go out to the fields and work the hedge row clearing brush and brambles. And each year,

without fail, | would come down with an ever worsening case

of poison ivy.

While purchasing feed for our chickens we saw a sign for a

near by Christian Goat Farm. They ad
kidso that needed a | oving home. As
to eat poison ivy. After a very brief conversation, my wife

and |I decided to talk to the owners
when it all started. We became fast friends with the owners

of Abiding Faith Boer Goats in New Park Pennsylvania. The

owners opened their hearts, their home, and their herd of

Boer Goats to us. In the next year the owners of Abiding

Faith Boer Goats and
members in good
standing of the USBGA tirelessly assisted us in starting

our herd of Boer Goats in Harford County Maryland.

When our dear friends decided to retire and move out
west, they blessed us with their remaining USBGA reg-
istered Boer Goats and their faithful guard dog Asher.
A Great Pyrenees and natural caretaker, Asher eased
the transition of the herd to its new home on Green
Field Point Farm. We started with a set of triplets, six
does with one expecting, and Asher. We added a hand-
some buck, GFPF Pete six months later. Within a year
we were managing a group of twelve registered full
blood and percentage goats. Learning, reading, and
researching Boer Goat management became an all en-
compassing part -time job for my wife and me, our two daughters and our son.

More Options

Bruce Mulligan

By visiting fairs, attending workshops and seminars, and spending countless hours researching
and reading articles on the internet, we were able to turn a part -time hobby into a full  -time,

(Continued on page  22)
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fi | have never done that o,

| got back on the computer again and found a flight
from Austin, TX to Boise, Idaho leaving Friday and
then departing Monday out of Boise to Rapid City,
SD. The flight back was on Wednesday from Rapid
City to Austin TX. The cost was approximately
$375. | think we can handle this. So | called An-
nette and said | found it and sent her a confirma-
tion email.

Okay for the finishing touches. Our speakers are
set: Reid Redden, North Dakota State University
(NDSU) sheep extension specialist out of Fargo,
ND. Justin Maddock, the Livestock Inspector for
ND, and Annette Maze. Goat Lunch underway, the
goat was donated by Margie Eagon of Rhame, ND,
and processing donated by Jim and Peggy Murphy
of Bowman, ND.

Not only did we plan a Boer show we planned a
Dairy Goat show as well. Show ring underway, PA
system a check, judge, workers. Rules in place, sanction papers in place, ribbons ordered, buckles or-

dered, goat coats ordered. Everything is done! Now itébs
registrations. The registrations slowly came in.

Light weight grand champion market class

Saturday June 25, we head to town to start setting up for the show. The barn was dirty. We had been

told we needed to clean up after our show since the fair was around the corner. Now we had to clean it

before we could use it because | wasndt putting my ani mal
until Monday. We started setting up the buck barn on Saturday. It was a late night and many hours at

the fairgrounds from Saturday through Sunday night. Monday we brought in the shovels and the trailer

and started cleaning. Okay kids lets start cleaning the barn.

Dang they havendét called on the goat (for the lunch) yet.
| will forget. RING, RING, RING, RING, you get the point; no one is home and no answering machine. So
| walked back to the barn and Riley (four), was cleaning pens out with a shovel and working up a sweat.
AiMan this is hard work mom, 0 he says. Check, got that don:

At this time we have 20 goats and 15 people showing at the show. | was starting to worry | wanted 100

goats for the show just to help with the expenses. Our be
coats weren6t done. The goat wasndt here and workers were
the secretary for the Boer show backed out, Awhat next?0

from Reid. | was getting worried.

(Continued on page  17)
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(Continued from page  16)
Then the phone rings and it is the State Vet from North Dakota. He started asking question like ?are you
having a sale or just a show?0

I said AJust a show. 0

AiYou realize that there are certain requirements that nee:
on?o

iLi ke what ?0

He said AThere are certain
the goats to come to ND if

AiYes | knowo | sai d. fiHO I
rules that | have drawn up and | will read to you
what they are. o

Well | never made it there got stopped by someone
on the way. | told the state vet

AThis is off the top of my
per here and it across the

The state requires all dairy goats to be TB and

Brucellosis tested, a permit to come here and a vet
inspection. Boer goats need to have a vet inspec-
tion and a permit. | also required all goats residing
in ND to have a health certificate from a vet. This .
came from Justin Maddock. LA

i Oh you are workin g wi t h Just iNBdiun%ightr: J?nﬂ)ioﬁm%rlgt Class Tasha Pond
iYyes, | am. o0

0Sorry to bother you miss. o
Now, i f that wasndét a sign that something was wrong! |t b

Our first three goats showed up Monday night and we got them settled in their pen. Annette shows up,

more goats show up, and Reid shows up. Things are going better now, so we go and eat supper. Come

back and finish up; until tomorrow. By the time | got to bed it was midnight and | was up and ready to

go at 5 am Tuesday. Back to the barn we all go. Get the
showing up. At 7 am, Justin comes in and tell him about my phone call with the state vet. He starts

making calls to find out what was wrong. Everything is all good he says. On we go. Seminar at 9 am, my

greeter cancels on me so | sent my 10 year old out to do the job.

Ok ay. Take a deep breath someone tells me, itodés all good
on getting the seminar started; with the seminar underway, packed seating and standing room only.
Wow! This was awesome. They came.

(Continued on page  18)
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Crap - the goat. Mom - | need your help my goat never showed up and | need lunch by 11:30 so she

came and started making burgers. Wouldndét you know it? T
woul d not stay | it. It is noon, some havendt eaten yet s
butcher calls me at 12:30 and says the goat is ready for

late - it was supposed to be one Sunday afternoon; this
is Tuesday. So | had them make it into pepper sticks and
summer sausage and | gave it away around to town to
different people. Okay that done now onto the show.

We did the dairy show first with 38 goats then the Boer

show with 37 goats. We finished up at 7 pm. All said and
done we had 32 exhibitors and out of 32 people 27 were

kids. | was very happy. | would have gotten my 100

head of goats, however we had to turn 25 away due to
probl ems with the paper wor Kk
at that show. Let me tell you, | did not want to do that.

We had children from Wyoming, and adults from South
Dakota, Montana, and North Dakota. We had people that
showed up just for the seminar and watch the show from
Wyoming. This was so cool. We did it! | kept telling my-
self #Abuild it and they wild.l

The cost of the show was around $2,000 dollars to run.
We were able to sanction the dairy goat Nubian doe show
and we were able to sanction the Full Blood Boer doe

Heavy Weight Champion market class and overall

champion
show. Wouldnét you know it, Cowgirl came home with a
half of a point for taking reserve champion in the overall doe show and she took first place for Senior
Doe. Tasha got her belt buckle and this kid is very prou

Wednesday to clean and go home and crash.

Would | change anything we did at the show for future shows? Yes, | would. We would have more work-

ers, plan the show earlier, and again more help. So why put a show on in North Dakota? The reason is

the children and the friendships we created on the 29 ™ of June. Yes, there are goats here. Give us a

chance to show them and they are just as good as everyone
from any big city but we can sure try to be big.

So what does it take to put a show on?
e Goats
e The will to do it and the want to,

¢ You build they will come.

(Continued on page  19)
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e Believe in yourself and put all the negativity behind you.

Rules

e Facility - anything will work a pasture, fairgrounds, arena, shooting range, a park, heck
even a street will work if we had to.

e The classes you are going to hold

e Ajudge
Finally but not to be forgotten the funds to put the show on it will take about $1,000 dollars to pay for
the judge, hotel room, and airfare to get them to North Dakota.

We are planning and working on a show for North Dakota June 29 and 30, 2011.

We planned and working on the finishing touches for Baker, Montana, called the Daktana Goat Classic -
Mondak Show; June 9 and 10, 2011. We have a great seminar planned, a ADGA Dairy goat show, as well
as a USBGA Boer Goat Show, with a market class and a commercial class.

We are also working on two more shows one in South Dakota and another one in North Dakota for 2011
and also planning at least four shows in North Dakota next year as part of a series and a production sale
in August or September.

Any guestions on getting a show started please feel free to give me a call or email me. | would be glad to
help you get started. It was a great experience and would love to share it with everyone. | feel that this
one show has hit the hearts of a lot of goat people and my list of friends has grown beyond my wildest
dreams. | would love to thank everyone who helped with the show; however the list is too large to in-
clude everyone here. So, from the bottom of my heart | thank you all for the help.

Jennifer Pond, jennpond@hughes.net

Anatolian Shepherd Puppies
For Sale

Beautiful purebread puppies with
great confirmation & well balanced
$ 200 Deposit - Total S500- Each
Dwn both parents for you to view!

Goat Palace
Call today: 503-502-1938
Dave Lilly
VETERINARIAN CONFIRMED Cameron, TX

Due Date: April 17,2011 www.goalpalace.com
Taking Deposit Now!
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Bonnie McQuarters , Otis, CO

In our world of changing
weather conditions some
farming trends need to be
adjusted. Farm animals
need more protection now
than ever before. In Colo-
rado and most northern
states our winters have be-
come unpredictable and
much colder than previous
years. One day the tem-

perature is i n t

the next below zero. In
January 2011 we hit tem-
peratures of 40 degrees be-
low zero, with horizontal

blowing snow. Of course, like most goat farmers, we were having kids. So what can be done

to protect those little four legged treasures? We certainly

dondét want to have them freeze i

in the habit of having kids during the coldest part of the
year but sometimes it is necessary to do so. Most of the
time we have our does kid from April or May through Sep-
tember so they can kid in the fields.

Small coat made from scrap material.

We set i
up a

chain i
link i
dog :
runin

o - - - -

A very |mportant
note is when one
kid has worn the
coat it has to be
washed before put-
ting it on another
kid from another
mother. A mother
will reject their own

H oll] M0 ol ElN0 EN oEX oED o.J!

Ve

n[.. OElle [DENe [ENe [OENe [DENe [ENe [-li

our heated milking room and sectioned it off

in

ki ddi

ng pens of 406x

deliver their kids. This protected the babies
from freezing and gave them a chance to

dry off.

(Continued on page
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Before returning the doe and her kids
to the big barn the kids were fitted to
homemade coats. Not much different
than the ones used for puppies for
protection against the cold.

I made several patterns in different
sizes to fit the smallest kids from 5 -7
pounds, medium kids from 8 -10 or 11
pounds, and larger ones from 12 to 14

-15 pounds. This may sound kind of
crazy to make coats for these guys

Large coat showing bands with Velcro.

but it surely has kept us away from treating any of
them for pneumonia in sub zero temperatures.

These coats donot cost much to
hand -me -down type materials. When jeans have holes
in the knees or coats no longer fit, used flannel shirts,

mendés |l ong under wear, old quilt:
be salvaged, make a great lining. OlId quilts or any-
thing - -

Large coat on a doeling.
that can

be salvaged. The only thing | have to buy is the
Velcro and heavy duty thread.

It takes about one and a half to two hours to
make each coat, depending upon the layout and
material.

These coats are made so the back, shoulders
and chest are covered. Care needs to be taken
for the underside band as the little boys can get
their coats wet if the band is attached too far to
the rear of the coat. | like to attach the band just Small coat on a buck.

(Continued on page  22)
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(Continued from page 15)

part -time job. This fall we welcomed fifteen full blood and percentage goats to our herd. We of-

fer our animals to friends and neighbors in Harford County Maryland and surrounding area

t hrough the Harford County Exchange Bureau, our | oca
web site, and through the USBGA Member Links.

The United States Boer Goat Association has been instrumental in guiding our journey into rais-
ing Boer Goats. The USBGA continues to help us promote and improve the Boer Goat Breed
though pedigree tracking and maintenance by registration. They continue to assist us by offer-
ing education programs, promotion, and marketing concerning the Boer Goat industry. We are
proud members of The United States Boer Goat Association and appreciate all they do for the
Boer Goat industry.

Bruce & Louise Mulligan, Green Field Point Farm

COZY COATS FOR BABY GOATS

(Continued from page  21)

behind the front legs and make the band long enough to be adjustable. The chest band is ad-
justable also. On some of the coats | have extended the length to cover more of the back for
longer kids.

Also shown is the setup of the chain link dog run in the milking room for kidding. This area also
serves as a good area for bottle babies. With the sub zero temperatures we had at this time it
was convenient and warmer for all of us. We kept the room at about 48 to 50 degrees so the
kids could adjust to being transferred to the larger barn with no heat.

In December 2010 we had 5 does kid with 3 sets
of triplets, 1 set of quads and 1 set of twins, all

Full Blood Boers. We ended up bottle feeding 4
of the smaller kids.

RN

In the winter we hang a heavy rug over the door
ways to help cut down on drafts and blowing snow
into the barn. This picture shows the rug over the
entrance. Both the moms and the kids can get in
or out of the barns with ease.

All the barns in the pastures have heavy rugs over
the doorways for protection for the animals in bad
weather. Even the llamas go inside with the goats
when severe storms arrive.

Bonnie McQuatters, Gene Master Goats
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KIDS AND KIDS

Eamon is our 14 year old son. He lives on our Boer Goat farm

and does the lion's share of the work with our 30 or more Boer
goats. He has learned much from working with the animals over

the last 3 years. | am proud he is my son and even more proud

of the work he does caring for God's creatures. Boer goats have

taught my son what it mean s to share love and all of the lessons
caring for our animals brings to his life.

We would love it if you could share his poem with the other
members of USBGA.  Thanks,

Bruce & Louise Mulligan, Green Field Point Farm

Where | Am From
By: Eamon Mulligan

I am from down by the creek
From deer outback
I am from bonfires with my friends
The apple trees and the orchard

From fishing at the creek

| am from the red tin walls of the barn
From the new born Boer kids
I am from racking hay every weekend
From where working hard isndt hard e

From long summers with my friends

| am from an Irish home
From Grandmads pumpkin pie
From fireworks on Fourth of July

From photos albums in the attic and

From a loved one who passed away

I am from one flicker of flame

From the big fire of my life
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(Continued from page  7)
tle personalities of the Boers. | started to purchase and breed some good registered stock and have been
breeding now for about 5 years.

With our farm being so close to Lake Michigan we have wonderful summers but winter is a challenge. We
get lake effect snow, along with high winds and extreme cold which can cause lots of blowing, drifting
and large amounts of snow.

In our area most county fairs require wethers to be born after Jan.1 s, But buyers want then as close to
Jan. 1 % as possible for size. This requires kids to be born in the coldest time of year. It is pretty common

for temperaturestobe 5  -10 degrees when does are kidding. This year we moved our calf hutches into

the barns and installed heat lamps in the hutches. The best lamps | have found are from Premierl. They

are completely enclosed, very heavy plastic construction, and pretty much indestructible! We have had a

perfect kidding season so far, with no cold kids and no frozen ears!! | will lock the doe and kids into the

hutch with a hog panel for the first day, then open it up. The does can then come and go as they please,

while the kids usually will stay under the lamps for their first few days. Sometimes 6 -8 kids will be in a
hutch, all curled up sleeping by the lamp on a cold morning.

Summers the adult goats and cattle will share pastures. We have never had any problems with this

setup; they pretty much keep to themselves. | do not put very young stock with the cattle as we have

felt they are just too small. Does with kids are pastured separately in an area closer to the house. We

have 3 pastures, allowing us to rotate and keep a fresh supply of fresh grass all summer and well into

fall. I tell people that | don6t feed my goats or cattle
do not need to feed at all, they self feed! We supplement with a good loose mineral and salt. Automatic

waters are available in all pastures.

Moose, our LGD is a wonderful Great Pyrenees. He is allowed access through the entire herd, as comfort-
able with the cattle as he is with the goats. We have Bobcat, Coyotes, and have even had a Cougar

travel through the yard. Moose patrols the boundaries and we have never had a problem. He could eas-
ily walk right over the fence in the winter as the snow will drift right over the top wire. Even so Moose

has never attempted to get out of the fence. He has his own hutch in the winter where he is fed, but is
usually found out sleeping with the cows, even in a blizzard!

Sue Eilers
Country View Goats
Boer goats, Registered and commercial, breeding stock and fair wethers

WWW.countryviewgoats.com

sue@countryviewgoats.com
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